A CHILD’S PLACE

Joanna Patcha (949) 922-8928 gpjh@aol.com
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A Child's Place (ACP) is a collaborative effort between the Charlotte, NC community and Charlotte Mecklenburg Schools to help the homeless children in Charlotte.  The primary focus of the St. Matthew Ministry is providing food to the children. Ministry volunteers provide snacks on a rotating schedule and ministry drivers take the food uptown to the offices of ACP.  From there, the ACP organization staff deliver the snacks to the homeless children registered in the schools.  The St. Matthew Ministry also collects special donations of needed items at times.  Opportunities are also available to help out individually as a lunch buddy, tutor, or classroom assistant.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Ministry Volunteer - Snack Provider Information

Snack providers are scheduled approximately 4-5 times per year.  A schedule is emailed to all volunteers about one month in advance and they review it to see if they are on the current schedule.  Snack providers can drop off the snacks any time during their assigned week from Tuesday through 5:30 PM on Sunday.  The snack providers bring their snacks to the shelves labeled "A Child's Place" in the room across from room 104B (near the church library).  Shelves are numbered and assigned on the schedule.  
Snacks need to be peanut free, non-refrigerated items that are prepackaged in individual portions by the manufacturer due to CMS regulations.  Each time a snack provider is scheduled, they would provide between 16 and 32 of each item below depending on how much they are personally comfortable giving:
· 16-32 Fruits:   fruit cups, fresh apples, small individual cans of fruit, applesauce cups, etc. 
· 16-32 Beverages:  Individual drink boxes, juice boxes, etc. 
· 16-32 Carbohydrates/Grains (no peanuts):  Granola Bars, cheese crackers, Goldfish, pretzels, wheat thins, individually manufacturer wrapped mini muffins, etc. 
· 50 (or more) Paper Lunch-Size Bags (the staff fills the bags at A Child's Place)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Ministry Volunteer - Driver Information

Drivers are scheduled on Mondays approximately 4-5 times per year.  We email the schedule to all the drivers about one month in advance and they review it to see if they are on the current schedule and let us know if they cannot drive that week.  The schedule will also tell them which shelves they will be taking (shelves 1-4 or 5-8). 

On their scheduled Monday, drivers collect snacks from their assigned shelves in the room across from room 104B near the church library.  There is a cart next to the shelves to use to load them to their car.  Drivers need to deliver the snacks between 8:30AM-4:45 PM (they close at 5PM) Monday to the ACP offices at 601 East 5th Street, Charlotte.  Drivers should pull into the parking lot and can wait in their car near the door and call 704-343-3790 and an ACP staff person will come to the car and unload the car for the driver.  While they are unloading, the driver goes inside to the front desk and is given a token to leave the lot.   The ACP offices are on the second floor if you want to park and go inside or forget the phone number.  In case of inclement weather, the ACP offices will be closed if CMS Schools are announced closed. 
Directions to:  601 East 5th Street, Charlotte Take 77N to exit 9B (277 John Belk Freeway).  Take the College St. Exit off the John Belk Freeway.  Take College St. to 5th St.  Turn RIGHT onto 5th Street.   A Child’s Place is on the left side of the street.  It is a brown brick building – The Children and Family Services Center.   
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Individual Volunteer – Lunch Buddy, Tutor, Classroom Assistant
· Lunch Buddies come to school once a week (one hour including travel time) and have  lunch with a child, talk, play games, or read. 
· Tutors assist students for one hour per week helping with homework, studying, and developing reading and math skills.
· Classroom Assistants help in an assigned classroom two hours per week facilitating classroom activities with the teacher, tutoring individuals, checking papers, and assisting with small group activities or art projects
