CONNECTING TO SOMEONE ON LINKEDIN

Have you ever wanted to connect with someone on LinkedIn, but they were out of your network and there was no easy way to connect?  You can still try to get an introduction but it may take a bit creative of work outside of LinkedIn. Recently, someone asked me how to connect with someone in the County of McHenry Department of Health in Illinois.  Although I have over 1,200 first degree contacts in LinkedIn, there are not a lot of people on LinkedIn from the McHenry County Health Department.
Listed below is the approach I used to find someone who could potentially introduce me to the person I wanted to contact.
1.     Look up the company the person works at on LinkedIn and see if there is anyone else you can connect with or contact.   In this case there were a few but not too many:
http://www.linkedin.com/companies/mchenry-county-department-of-health?trk=co_search_results&goback=%2Ecps_1274847630843_1
2.     In this case there was nothing really there, but I was able to get the website of the company:
http://www.co.mchenry.il.us/departments/health/Pages/MCDHindex.aspx
What you are now looking for is the format of the email address of people who work there (e.g. FirstName.LastName@CompanyName.com
3.     First thing I do is go to the “Contact Us” page – sometimes when you attempt to contact them it will pull up in your email and you will get the format.


4.     By going to Public Health and clicking the “contact us”  I get the following address:  Health@co.mchenry.il.us  - while better than nothing it is still a generic email account.
5.     So now having nothing else to go on, you need to do a Google Search to get the name format.  In this case I did a search on  “@co.mchenry.il.us”.  A few hits down, you will see your first listing of a name followed by the “@co.mchenry.il.us” ( see this link http://www.mchenry.k12.il.us/overview.html)
Based on the following:
         Lynn Henderson - Youth Outreach Worker - lhenderson@co.mchenry.il.us
         Amy Buchanan - Youth Outreach Worker - albuchanan@co.mchenry.il.us
         Sue Burke - McHenry County Environmental Education Program Director - slburke@co.mchenry.il.us
I have a couple of options for the email format: first letter of first name and then last name or first letter first name, first letter of middle initial and then last name.
6.     So now I can either do a search on Google for the person I am trying to contact with both versions of their email address or I can send an email to both versions and see which one works.
