Your New Job!
First Steps to Success
Not many things are more exciting – or nerve-racking – than starting a new job. You are starting a new chapter in your career, a fresh chance to make the most out of this new opportunity. Like many new experiences, the first day is usually the toughest. There are new hurdles and obstacles to discover and overcome. There are new people to meet and learn to work with, new bosses to figure out. On top of all of that, you have a job to do!
While there are many new things to deal with, you must also consider and revel in the fact that you have been specifically chosen to do this job. You have been chosen among a pool of many other qualified applicants. You are coming in on top of the pack, and over the next few weeks and months you must work hard to ensure that you keep this status throughout your time with your new company.
First Steps to Success
1. At the first chance that you get following your first day, contact everyone in your network that helped you land your new job. Let them know that you are now employed and appreciated their help. You can do this by phone, but a letter also gives you the opportunity to enclose your new business card. Don’t burn any bridges; you never know when you will need their help in the future.
2. Be observant. Your fresh perspective will help you see the strengths and weaknesses of your new employer. Listen, observe, learn and take in as much as you can in these first days and weeks. Write your thoughts down, but keep most of them to yourself.
3. Get to know your new employer formally. Research the backgrounds of as many higher-level employees as you can, read about their rules and procedures, see what opportunities for movement within the company exist. Most importantly, take a look at the organizational chart and learn where your position lies, who you report to and who reports to you.
4. Use the “grapevine” to find out how things really get done. Who are the leaders, the followers, the go-getters? Who has a grudge or hidden agenda? These are the things that will get you ahead among your peers. But, be careful! You don’t want to start or continue any negative gossip or rub anyone the wrong way. Proceed with caution and the benefits will be great.
Before you know it, you'll be on your way to SUCCESS!
