Saint Matthew Catholic Church 
Marriage Convalidation Guidelines

“The vocation to marriage is written in the very nature of man and woman as they came from the hand of the Creator.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1603) We are here to help you prepare well to enter into the Sacrament of Matrimony, body and soul. Prayer and study and asking lots of questions all help you to be better prepared for the reception of this sacrament. 

Marriage convalidation is not merely a blessing of an existing union. Rather, it is a new exchange of consent (vows) which creates a sacramental marriage. By the exchange of consent in the presence of a priest or deacon the bride and groom celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony, promising to live out the essential elements of marriage: unity, lifelong fidelity, and openness to children. By their sacramental marriage the union of husband and wife is inserted into the reality of the love between Christ and His Church. 

A convalidation happens in a simple ceremony, often on a weekday. The bride and groom, two witnesses and the priest or deacon are all that are required for this celebration of the sacrament. However, you may invite your family if you would like. 

Step 1: Getting Started 
We are excited about helping you prepare for the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony! The best way to get started is by emailing Allyson Casingal at acasingal@stmatthewcatholic.org to request a meeting to discuss a marriage convalidation. 
These are the initial steps for convalidation preparation: 
1. Initial interview with a priest or his delegate
2. Baptism certificate: St. Matthew will contact the parish of your baptism to request a new (issued within the last six months), annotated baptismal certificate. We need this in order to ensure your sacramental freedom to marry. In order to do this, you will need to tell us the place and approximate date of your Baptism. 
3. Reserving a date: Some couples, when they contact the parish, will have already chosen a date. Be advised that we cannot confirm a time and date for your marriage convalidation until your initial interview. 
Step 2: Initial Interview
Your preparation will begin with a meeting with the priest or his designee. At this meeting, you will discuss the necessary preparation and have opportunity to ask any questions you may have. This will be a comfortable conversation so that you can get to know each other and for you to have the chance to tell the clergy or delegate about yourselves, your courtship, your upbringing in the faith, your civil union, etc.  
If there has been a prior marriage of any kind by either the prospective bride or groom (meaning that either of you has formally said “I do” to anyone, anywhere), please inform the priest or delegate at this meeting. 
If it is determined that there is nothing standing in the way of your marriage convalidation, we will then be able to schedule a date and time. 
· A convalidation is a simple ceremony, involving the priest or deacon, the immediate family and the chosen witnesses.
· At St. Matthew, convalidations typically occur on weekdays or Saturday mornings and take approximately 30 minutes. The bride, groom and witnesses should arrive about 15 minutes early. 
· Two witnesses over the age of 18 are required for the convalidation ceremony. 

Step 3: Preparing for your Convalidation
There are two aspects of preparation, preparing heart and mind and getting some paperwork in order. 

To prepare your heart and mind, you will meet with the priest or his delegate regarding your upcoming convalidation. At this meeting, we will also collect your paperwork:
  
1. Baptism certificate: Updated, notated Baptism certificates are required for all baptized Catholics. We can help you with this, but will need a copy of your Baptism certificate for our initial meeting. 
2. Prenuptial Investigation & Freedom to Marry Affidavit: We will complete these together at our initial meeting. 
You will also need to turn in any annulment paperwork, if you have previously received an annulment. 
3. Marriage License An original copy of your marriage license must be turned in to the church office, obtainable from the Register of Deeds where your civil union took place. 









CONVALIDATION INFORMATION AND CHECKLIST


Date of Initial Interview: ____________________________________

St. Matthew Confirmed Convalidation Date and Time: ________________________________________
Celebrant: _________________________________

Names of witnesses:  ___________________________________________

Required Paper Work:
Baptism Certificate (new and with notations):  Bride    Groom
Prenuptial Investigation:  Bride    Groom
Freedom to Marry Testimonies:  Bride    Groom
 Marriage License
 Annulment Paperwork (when applicable)
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BUDGETING:
 Priest Honorarium: $250 is suggested, blue envelope provided to be given directly to clergy preforming your wedding mass or ceremony. Make check payable directly to priest or deacon. 
